ASSUMPTION OF THE VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE AND NEW ROME

1301 Newport Avenue, Northampton, Pennsylvania 18067
Rev. Fr. Oleg Kravchenko, Rector
Protodeacon Mikhail Sawarynski, Attached

Websites: holyassumption.org and ukrainianorthodoxchurchusa.org
Facebook: Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church
YouTube: AVM UOC Church

Contacts:

Fr. Oleg Kravchenko - (484) 834-7261; olegkravchenko2212@gmail.com
Protodeacon Mikhail — (H) (610) 262-3876); pravoslavni@rcn.com
Office — (610) 262-2882; avmuoc@gmail.com

Webmaster, John Hnatow — john.hnatow(@gmail.com

- Confessions: Vespers on the first Saturday of the month, Sundays before Liturgies, or by appointment.
- Make a list of living and deceased and bring it to the Altar. We’ll pray for them during a Liturgy.

- For pastoral visits at home or hospital or special prayer requests ask Fr. Oleg.
- Please, don’t throw away the bulletin. Bring it back to the church. Thank vou.
- Welcome to contribute articles or pictures to the bulletin. Let's make bulletins together!

- Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/avmuocoftheusa
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Christ is Among us! He is and always will be! Xpucroc [locepen Hac! € I byne!
Let’s pray for peace in Ukraine MouaiMmoch 3a Mup B YKpaiHi

Sun. 10 27th Sunday after PENTECOST. TONE 2. Great Martyr JAMES the Persian
(421) Ven. PALLADIUS of Thessaloniki. 17 Monk-Martyrs in India (4th C.) Ven.
ROMANUS the Wonderworker of Cilicia (5th C.)


mailto:john.hnatow@gmail.com

Epistle: Ephesians 6:10-17 Gospel: Luke 13:10-17
DURING THE COFFEE HOUR: Presentation on Isaiah 44 Project — Making Wells in
Africa

LITURGICAL MENEION & SCRIPTURE READINGS (NATIVITY FAST-ADVENT)

Mon. 11 Dec. Martyr Stephen the New of Mt. St. Auxentius (767).
2 Tim. 2:20-26 Lk. 19:37-44

Tue. 12 Dec. Martyr Paramon and 370 Martyrs (250). Martyr Philumenus (274).

2 Tim. 3:164:4  LKk. 19:45-48

06:30 PM MOLEBEN FOR UKRAINE (Holy Ghost, Easton)

Wed. 13 Dec. Holy and All-praised Apostle Andrew the First-called (62).

1 Cor. 4:9-16 Jn. 1:35-51

05:00 PM AKATHIST to the Holy Apostle Andrew.

Thu. 14 Dec. Righteous Philaret the Merciful of Amnia in Asia Minor (792).

Titus 1:5-2:1 Lk. 20:9-18

05:00 PM AKATHIST TO THE ICON OF MOTHER OF GOD “Pantanassa —

Queen of all” with the anointing of the Holy Oil from a Miraculous Icon.

Fri. 15 Dec. Prophet Habakkuk (7th c. B.C.). Martyr Myrope of Chios (251).
Titus 1:15-2:10  Lk. 20:19-26

Sat. 16 Dec. Ven. John the Silent of St. Sabbas’ monastery (558).
Eph. 1:16-23 Lk. 12:32-40
02:00 PM Christmas at the Seminary — caroling of seminarians.

GREAT VESPERS CANCELED,

Sun. 17 Dec. 09:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY. St. Nicholas program upstairs after the
Liturgy(welcome kids and youth)

PROPERS FOR THE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Tropar of the Resurrection, Tone 2: When You descended to death, Life Immortal, You slayed
Hell with the splendor of Your Divinity. And when from the depths, You raised the dead, all the
Powers of Heaven cried out: Giver of Life, Christ our God, glory to You.

Tropar of the Dormition of the Mother of God, Tone 1: In giving birth, you preserved your
virginity. In falling asleep you did not forsake the world, Birth-Giver of God. You were
translated to life, Mother of Life, and through your prayers you deliver our souls from death.



Tropar to Great Martyr James Tone 4: You astounded all, long-suffering James, by enduring
horrible tortures with great patience. As the evil assembly performed the slaughter, you uttered
prayers of thanksgiving to the Lord. Through your sufferings you received your crown, and came
to the throne of the heavenly King, Christ God. Entreat Him to save our souls.

Kondak of the Resurrection, Tone 2: Hell became fearful, Almighty Savior, seeing the miracle
of Your Resurrection from the tomb. The dead arose and all creation, with Adam, beheld this and
rejoiced with You, and the world my Savior, praises You forever.

Glory... Kondak to James the Persian, Tone 2: You listened to your faithful wife and
contemplated the judgment of God, holy James; you despised the threats and commands of the
Persians, accepting the cutting of your body as though you were a vine. Therefore, you were
revealed as a martyr worthy of honor.

Now and ever... Kondak of the Dormition, Tone 2: Neither the tomb nor death had power
over the Birth-Giver of God, she is ever watchful in her prayers, and in her intercession lies
unfailing hope, for as the Mother of Life, she has been translated to Life, by the One Who dwelt
within her ever-virginal womb.

Prokimen of the Resurrection, Tone 2: The Lord is my strength and my song. He has become
my salvation.

Verse: The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to death.
Epistle: St. Paul to the Ephesians 6:10-17

Alleluia Verses, Tone 2: May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble. May the Name of the
God of Jacob protect you.

Lord, save the king and hear us, on the day we call out to You.

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
agamst principalities, against powers, against
. the rulers of the darkness of this world,

Communion Hymn: Praise Lord from the 2 rg'amst spiritual wickedness in high places.
heavens. Praise Him in the Highest. Alleluia s - Ephesians 612 (KJV) -

(3X)

Gospel: Luke 13:10-17



- We thank our Dean Father Robert for visiting us and making the meeting, presentations
and teaching Liturgy. Thank you all who participated!

- Christmas concert at St. Nicholas OCA. Tonight 3:30 PM. 980 BridlePath Rd,Bethlehem.
- Please bring new warm clothing. It will be donated to the needy people in Ukraine.

- Exhibition of rag dolls made by Oleksandra Garnago. Saturday, Dec. 23 (1:00-4:00 PM)
Sunday, December 24 At the Church hall

- Pyrohy schedule: December 21. First come, first served(until we reach 300 doz.). Please
volunteer for peeling, running, cooking/mashing, pinching and clean-up.

- Church School is every Sunday: Mrs. Mary Ost (Preschool/ Elementary) 8:55-9:20 AM.
Mrs. Karen Osmun (Secondary) at 8:45-9:15 AM. Welcome all children and youth.

- For Food Bank: baby foods, canned potatoes, and meats, tuna, pasta, sauces, mac. & cheese.

- Virtual Bible Study Day - every Wednesday via Zoom: Nel Pan-Orthodox at 12 PM. Meeting
ID: 576 301 6482. Passcode: 238492. Ne2 with a professor of Saint Sophia Seminary Fr.
Demetrios at 7 PM. Ask Fr. Oleg for the link.

BIRTHDAYS:

12 Dec...Samuel Scioscia, Maria Sawarynski, Jennifer Grason
15 Dec...Kathleen Kuchinos

MHOTI'AA JIITA! MANY YEARS!

NECROLOGY: UKkrainian civilians and soldiers, Killed in the Russian invasion.
10 Dec...Charles Schmall ’62, Anna Kochenash ‘08

11 Dec...Anna Lukar ’21, Pauline Dumiak (infant) ‘26

12 Dec...Marta Stadnyk *98, Anastassiya Paraskiva ‘96

14 Dec...Peter Sawka 49

15 Dec...Eva Lubenesky *77, Michael Dorosh 17

16 Dec...Archbishop Vsevolod (Majdansky) ‘07

BIYHA NTAM’STh! MEMORY ETERNAL!

PRAYER FOR THE HEALTH & SALVATION OF THE AFFLICTED: Ukrainian soldiers
and civilians, wounded during the Russian aggression, Paul Kochenash, Helen Crayosky,
Barbara Grason, Rosemarie Pypiuk, priest Demetrius Nicoloudakis, priest Vasyl Dovgan,
Matthew Vitushinsky, Nadine Savitz, William Savitz, Nicholas Alexander, Vladimir Krasnopera,
Tom Petro Jr., William Leszczuk, Mary Berger, Jessica Meashock, James Osmun, Zachary Y.
Siyufy, Ruslana Reznik, Lubov Slonova, Raisa Melnychuk, Vasyl Beizyn, Volodymyr Hranat,
Ihor Broda, Matthew Barber, Debi Hutnick, Eric Hewko, Phil O’Brien, child Charlie, Juliana,
Shirl Merolli, Kirk Swauger, Stephanie Donnelly, Danny Berro, child Alexandria, Elizabeth
Pastushenko, Philippe Chasseuil, Aaliyah Osmun, Brendan Phillips, Adam Hewko, Andrew
Thaxton, Susan Ferretti, Judy Albright, Daniel Kochenash, Christopher Mack, Joann
Hoodmaker, Norman Betrous, Robert Zarayko Jr.



ORTHODOXY AROUND THE WORLD

| Y , ~ L= Archbishop Damianos of Mt. Sinai & Abbot of St. Catherine’s
RV e ' Monastery made an official visit to the USA attending Liturgy
at St. Nicholas Shrine at Ground Zero in NYC.

Olympic wrestler, Luka
Kurtanidze of Georgia,
two time winner of
bronze at the summer
Olympics has become a
priest in the Georgian
Orthodox Church.

The Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of North America is
raising funds for an infant orphanage in Mexico. St. Innocent
Orphanage, founded in 1996 on a 16 acre ranch in Rosarito, has
been operating for boys only and will now care for 12 infants per
year.

Patriarch Theodore II of Africa visited Burundi where he
was greeted by Metropolitan Innocent of Burundi &
Rwanda. He also consecrated the new Church of Ss.
Athansius & John Theologian in Gihunge.

HALIIOHANbHMIA ™
‘ IHCTUTYT PAKY
THE UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA HE UOC OF THE 14,
awarded a Certificate of Gratitude from the
National Cancer Institute of Ukraine for its patriotism and
support of patients and doctors of the institute

¥
SAINT NICHOLAS VISITED THE CHILDREN IN UKRAINE

SABLAKH ULEPOCTI VA1 CTUA EBATHA MUKOIA
BIJIBIJIAB JUTEH B YKPAIHI
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YKPATHCbKA NPABOCJ/IABHA LIEPKBA CLLA
8i03HaueHa noosKoio 8i0 HayioHanbHozo IHcmumymy Paky
3a GKMUBHY 2poMadcbKy No3uuyito, nampiomusm ma
ecebiyny nidmpumKy nayieHmie ma sikapie iHcmumymy

Hepinbne €Banresie: JIyku 13:10-17. 10 B ozniii i3 cunaror Bin HaBuyaB y cy6oty. 11 Tam
Oyra JKiHKa, 10 MaJia Jyxa HeMOYl POKiB BiCIMHA/IIISATE: BOHA OyJia CKOpYEHA 1 HiSIK HE MOTJIa




BUTIPOCTATUCH. 12 Icyc, moGaumBIH ii, MOKJIMKAB 1 cKa3aB iii: )KIHKO, TH 3BUTbHEHA BiJl TBOET
Heayru. 13 I moknaB Ha Hel pyku; 1 BOHA 3apa3 e BUIIPOCTanach i nmovyana ciaBut bora. 14 Ilpu
[IbOMY Ha4aJIbHUK CUHATrOTH, 00YPIOIOYHKCH , 1110 Icyc 31inuB 1i B cy0O0Ty, CKa3aB HapOAOBi: €
IIiCTh JIHIB, B 5IKi JI03BOJICHO POOUTH; B Ti 1 IPUXOABTE 3LUUIATUCS, a HE B IeHb CyOOTHIH. 15
I'ocoap cka3zaB oMy y BIAMOBiIb: JUIIEMIpE, YU HE BiJIB’SA3y€ KOXKHUH 3 Bac y cyOOTy Boja
cBoro abo oca Bif scen 1 He Beae HamyBaTtu? 16 A 1110 104Ky ABpaaMoBYy, SIKY 3B’s3aB caTaHa
OCh YK€ BICIMHAIIATUH PiK, U HE HAJIEkKAJI0 BU3BOJIMTHU BiJ UX MYT Y ACHb CyOOTHIN? 17 1
xonu Bin roBopuB 1e, yci, mo npotusuancsa oMy, 3acopoMIIKCE; i BCi 0 paian BCiM
craBHEM ginam Koro.

Jesus Heals on the Sabbath. The Gospel lesson today recalls Jesus healing a woman who
suffered from an infirmity for a lengthy time. At the word of command the woman is healed, and
stands erect for the first time in eighteen years. Yet, this marvelous work of Jesus was the object
not of praise and wonder but of criticism and indignation. The chief of the synagogue declared to
the congregation that Jesus had broken Jewish law by healing the woman on the Sabbath, which
was understood to be a day of rest in the most literal sense.

Jesus countered this accusation by explaining that if, out of necessity, a straying oxen would be
sought out on the Sabbath or beasts given food and drink, then how much more righteous was it
to restore to health a child of Abraham. Hearing this, the opponents of Jesus were filled with
confusion and His followers rejoiced.

We, too, as followers of Jesus, can rejoice with His disciples at the marvelous deed performed on
this occasion. We can see the hypocrisy of the synagogue chiefs attitude. Yet, we can also be
guilty of the same type of hypocrisy and self-righteousness when we find ourselves lacking in
the humility to admit when we are wrong, or that the viewpoint of another might have more
merit than our own. May this Gospel lesson enlighten our minds and hearts to always be open to
true humility, which both admits mistakes and acknowledges the good in others.

Ephesians 6:12 is a verse that describes the spiritual warfare that Christians face in their
lives. This verse means that the real enemies of the Christian are not other human beings, but
the demonic forces that influence them and the world. These forces are organized in a
hierarchy of evil, from the lower-level demons to the higher-level principalities and powers.
They operate in the realm of the air, which is the space between the earth and the heaven,
where Satan and his angels were cast out after their rebellion against God (Rev 12:7-9).

The orthodox christian tradition teaches that the Christian must be vigilant and prepared to
resist these evil forces, by putting on the full armor of God, as described in the following
verses of Ephesians 6:13-17.

This armor consists of the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shoes of the
gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God. Each of these elements represents a spiritual virtue or weapon that
the Christian must cultivate and use in the battle against the enemy. Also crucial is prayer as
a way of communicating with God and receiving His strength and guidance in the spiritual
warfare. Ephesians 6:18 says: And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of



prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the
Lord’s people.

Proskomedia. Before every Divine Liturgy, the priest prepares gifts of bread and wine to be
used during the Eucharist. The preparation ritual is called the Liturgy of Preparation, or
proskomedia. The meaning in Greek is “offering”, indicating that it is our offering to God. God
has blessed us with wheat and grapes, and we transform it into bread and wine, offering it back
to God in thanksgiving. God then consecrates the bread and wine during the Divine Liturgy,
returning it to us transformed.

The bread that is offered in the Eucharist is called prosphora, a special loaf whose preparation
itself is filled with meaning. It is created using only wheat, yeast, water, and salt and is
composed of two layers, representing the two natures of Christ, divine and human. It has a
square seal on the top with the Greek letters IC XC (an abbreviation in Greek for Jesus Christ)
and NIKA (meaning “conquers”).

During the proskomedia, a portion of the loaf is cut out into a cube, and it is this inner part of the
loaf, called the lamb, that is consecrated during the Divine Liturgy, and together with the red
wine, will become the Body and Blood of Christ.

The Liturgy of Preparation includes blessing the prosphoron, cutting it on four sides to form a
cube, piercing it with a spear, and reciting two verses from St. John’s Gospel (John 19:34-35).
The wine is mixed with water in a chalice and blessed by the priest. The priest then cuts
triangular particles from a second prosphoron in commemoration of the Theotokos, from a third
prosphoron to commemorate the ranks of saints, from a fourth prosphoron for the living, and
from a fifth prosphoron for the departed. Finally, the censer is blessed, the cover for the gifts is
blessed, and then the gifts are covered. (essentialbeliefs.org)

HeninbHe €Banredie: Jyku 12:16-21. 16 [ ckazaB iM npuTdy: B 0HOr0 6araToro 4oyioBika
no6pe Bpoania HuBa. 17 I MipkyBaB BiH cam co0i: 110 MeHi pooutu? Hemae kyau meHi 3i0patu
w1o/iB Moix. 18 I ckazas: ock 110 3p00II0 — 3pYHHYIO JKUTHUII MOi Ta 30y Iyto Ok, 1 30epy
Tyl Bech XJI10 Miii 1 Bce 100po Moe. 19 I ckaxy mymri Moiii: ayie, 6arato Maemr 106pa, 1o
JeXKHUTH y TeOe Ha 0arato pokiB: CIIOYMBA, 1k, ui, Becenuck. 20 Ane bor ckazas fiomy:
Hepo3yMHuit! L{iel HOUl AyIry TBOIO Bi3bMYTh y T€0€; KOMY K JICTaHEThCS T€, 110 TH HaroTyBaB?
21 Tak OGyBae 3 TuM, XTO 30Mpae ckapobu amns cede, a He B bora Oararie.



