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May God Grant our Parish Many Blessed Years!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE AND NEW ROME 
We are on the New Calendar 
 
1301 Newport Avenue, Northampton, Pennsylvania 18067 
Rev. Fr. Oleg Kravchenko, Rector, Protodeacon Mikhail Sawarynski, Attached 
holyassumption.org, ukrainianorthodoxchurchusa.org 
Facebook: Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church 



Contacts: Fr. Oleg Kravchenko – (484) 834-7261 
 
- Communion is only for Orthodox Christians. 
- Preparation for Communion: going for Confession, praying, and fasting. 
- Confessions: Vespers-first Saturday of the month, Sun. before Liturgy, or by appointment. 
-Bring  a list of living and deceased to the Altar. We’ll pray for them during Liturgy. 
- For pastoral visits at home or hospital or special prayer requests ask Fr. Oleg. 
- Follow us on Facebook Click HERE 

Christ is among us! Is and Shall Be!   Христос посеред нас! Є і Буде! 
Молімось за мир в Україні!                 Let us pray for peace in Ukraine! 
 
Sun. 20 Sep. 16th SUNDAY after PENTECOST. TONE 7. AFTER FEAST of the EXALTATION OF THE CROSS. 
Great Martyr EUSTATHIUS; his wife THEOPISTES & their children: AGAPIUS & THEOPISTUS of Rome (118) 
Martyr JOHN of Egypt & 40 martyrs with him (310) Holy Martyr and Confessor MICHAEL & his councilor 
THEODORE, wonderworkers of Chernihiv (1245) Right-believing Prince OLEG of Bryansk (1307).   
Epistles: 2nd Corinthians 6:1-10 & Galatians 2: 16-20  
Gospels: Matthew 25: 14-30 & Mark 8: 34-9:1    

Welcome all for the Coffee Hour after the Liturgy – Запрошуємо на каву після Літургії 
 
LITURGICAL MENEION & SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Mon. 21 Sep. Sts. Isaacius and Meletius, bishops of Cyprus. Martyrs Eusebius and Priscus.   
 Eph. 1:22-2:3 Lk. 3:19-22 
Tue. 22 Sep. Prophet Jonah (9th c. B.C.).  St. Peter the Tax-collector (6th c.).   
 Eph. 2:19-3:7 Lk. 3:23-4:1 
06:30 PM MOLEBEN FOR PEACE IN UKRAINE (HOLY PROTECTION, ALLENTOWN).  
Wed. 23 Sep. The Conception of the Glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John. 
 Eph. 3:8-21 Lk. 4:1–15 
Thu. 24 Sep. Holy Protomartyr and Equal-to-the-Apostles Thecla of Iconium (1st c.).  
 Eph. 4:14-19 Lk. 4:16-22 
Fri. 25 Sep. Martyrs Paul and Tatta and their children of Damascus. 
 Eph. 4:17-25 Lk. 4:22-30 
ANNIVERSARY OF OUR PARISH. MANY MORE BLESSED YEARS TO OUR CHURCH IN NORTHAMPTON AND 

TO ALL OUR PARISHIONERS! 
Sat. 26 Sep. Repose of the Holy Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian. 
 1 Cor. 14:20-25 Lk. 4:31-36 
GREAT VESPERS IS CANCELLED. 
Sun. 27 Sep. 09:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY. UOL Meeting. 
 

 
- Thank you very much, Fr. Michael, for serving today. 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=assumption%20of%20the%20virgin%20mary%20ukrainian%20orthodox%20church%20of...


- Church School. Ms. Mary Ost (Preschool/ Elementary). Ms. Karen Osmun (Secondary) right after the 
Holy Communion. Welcome all children and youth. 

- Virtual Bible Study Day. Check the information on the board downstairs or ask Fr. Oleg 

ANNIVERSARIES:  

22 Sept…Frederic & Stephanie Burk      

BIRTHDAYS:   
21 Sept…Paul Sawarynski  
23 Sept… Martha Dowling, Allison Pypiuk   
25 Sept… Jerald Zurat, John Burk  
26 Sept…Sherri Fedetz     

МНОГАЯ ЛІТА! MANY YEARS!        

NECROLOGY:   
Ukrainian civilians and soldiers, killed in the Russian invasion. 
20 Sept…Daniel Kurey ’27, Joseph Gulka Sr. ’93, Kathryn Pontician ’07   
21 Sept…Paul Kyzyk ’44, Anna Bocknok ’79, Yulia Rud ’11  
22 Sept…Metro Bach ’75   
23 Sept…Stephen Micio (infant) ’21 
25 Sept…John Hewko ’13   
26 Sept…Marie Sobchak ’59    
 
ВІЧНАЯ ПАМ’ЯТЬ! MEMORY ETERNAL!  

 

Євангеліє: 14 Так само один чоловік, відходячи, покликав своїх рабів і передав їм майно своє: 

15 одному дав п’ять талантів, другому два, іншому ж один, кожному за спроможністю його, і 

відразу ж виїхав. 16 Той раб, який одержав п’ять талантів, пішов і використав їх на діло, і набув 

інші п’ять талантів. 17 Так само і той, який одержав два таланти, набув інші два. 18 А той, який 

одержав один талант, пішов і закопав його в землю, і заховав срібло господаря свого. 19 Коли 

минуло багато часу, приходить господар рабів тих і вимагає від них звіту. 20 Підійшов той, який 

одержав п’ять талантів, приніс інші п’ять талантів і сказав: господарю, п’ять талантів ти дав мені; 

ось ще п’ять талантів, які я здобув на них. 21 Господар його сказав йому: гаразд, добрий і вірний 

рабе! У малому ти був вірним, над великим тебе поставлю; увійди в радість господаря твого. 22 

Підійшов також і той, який одержав два таланти, і сказав: господарю, два таланти ти дав мені; 

ось інші два таланти, що я здобув на них. 23 Господар його сказав йому: гаразд, добрий і вірний 

рабе! У малому ти був вірним, над великим тебе поставлю; увійди в радість господаря твого. 24 

Підійшов і той, який одержав один талант, і сказав: господарю! Я знав тебе, як жорстоку людину, 

жнеш, де не сіяв, і збираєш, де не розсипав; 25 і, побоявшись, пішов і заховав талант твій у землю; 

ось тобі твоє. 26 Господар його сказав йому у відповідь: лукавий рабе і лінивий! Ти знав, що я 

жну, де не сіяв, і збираю, де не розсипав; 27 тоді треба було тобі віддати срібло моє купцям, і я, 

прийшовши, одержав би моє з прибутком. 28 Отже, візьміть у нього талант і дайте тому, хто має 

десять талантів. 29 Бо кожному, хто має, дасться і примножиться, а в того, хто не має, відніметься 

і те, що має. 30 А негідного раба вкиньте у пітьму непроглядну: там буде плач і скрегіт зубів. 

Сказавши це, проголосив: хто має вуха слухати, нехай слухає! 



 
 
The first Ukrainian immigrants began arriving in the Northampton area at the turn of the century from Western 
Ukraine – Podila, Zbaraz, Lemkivshchina- attracted to the rapidly developing garment and cigar factories, and, 
mostly to the vast growing cement industries of the area. In 1920 many of the new immigrants met for the 
purpose of organizing an Orthodox Ukrainian church in Northampton. Initially services were held on the second 
floor of Onuschak’s Hall, a local gathering spot. A decision was made to purchase a plot of land on Newport 
Avenue at a cost of $1,400.00. On September 25, 1921, a newly erected church was dedicated as the Ukrainian 
Greek Orthodox Church of the Holy Virgin and blessed by its first pastor, Very Rev. Leon Kushnir. The entire cost of 
the project was $18,000. On January 9, 1922 a charter was issued and the church was incorporated as the 
Independent Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of the Holy Virgin in Northampton, PA. In 1921, land on Main 
Street in Northampton was purchased for $3,000.00 by parishioner Wasyl Koczenacz for the purpose of a parish 
cemetery and subsequently sold to the parish in 1922 for $1.00. Through the efforts of Father Kushnir, a Ukrainian 
school and church choir were organized and monthly theatrical performances were presented to raise funds to 
pay off the church debt. In 1928 the Sisterhood of Faith, Hope, and Love was organized. Their moral and financial 
support throughout the parish’s early years and continuing to the present day has been invaluable and life 
sustaining to the parish. In spite of the Great Depression the parish managed to survive and in 1932, under the 
capable leadership of Very Rev. Dr. Volodymyr Klodnycky and with manual labor of the parish membership, a 
parish residence was erected at a cost of $1,200. In 1945 a dual celebration was held – the end of World War II 
and the burning of the church mortgage! In 1950 Very Rev. Stephen Hankavich was assigned as the parish’s first 
American-born pastor. In 1961, Very Rev. Andrew Dworakivsky began his assignment until his death in 1976. 
Throughout these decades much was accomplished – new iconostas, interior renovations, acquisition of the 
adjoining apartment building, and recordings of the Divine Liturgy in both English and Ukrainian by the Parish 
Choir under the direction of Walter Dworakivsky. Beginning in the late 1940’s the Northampton Chapters of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox League have been active contributors to parish life spiritually and socially. Several members 
of both Junior and Senior chapters have also been involved nationally and have held leadership roles. National 
UOL Conventions have been hosted by the Northampton chapters in 1982, 2005, and 2015. From 1990 until his 
untimely passing in 2018 the Very Rev. Bazyl Zawierucha had been assigned to the parish. With his guidance the 
parish had undergone much change – interior renovations, new altars and tabernacle, new iconography, interior 
elevator and air-conditioning, the gilding of the exterior dome. Very Rev. Myron Oryhon faithfully served our parish 
in the interim. Currently, Father Oleg Kravchenko serves as Rector.  Now and throughout its history, the 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary parish has continued to be strong in Faith, community, and in its effort to be 
preserved for future generations. 
 
PROPERS for the DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHYRSTOM 

Prayer for the health & salvation of the afflicted: Ukrainian soldiers and civilians, wounded during the Russian 

aggression, Metropolitan Antony, Irene Alexander, Helen Crayosky, Caroline Hallman, Joseph Killino, Barbara 

Grason, Sandra Miller, Raisa Bakalets, Don Yurkonik, Karen Yurconic, Martha Dowling, Michael Szymonifka, 

Karen Kankula, Evelyn Kankula, Russel Kerick, Christina Truss, John Vitushinski, Matthew Vitushinsky, Luke 

Vitushinski, Nadine Savitz, William Savitz, William Leszczuk, Mary Berger, Jessica Meashock, Ray Stoner, 

Zachary Y. Siyufy, soldiers Oleh, and Volodymyr, Raisa Melnychuk, Vasyl Beizyn, Lubov Shevchuk, Volodymyr 

Hranat, Ihor Broda, Gary Lelo, Debi Hutnick, Eric Hewko, Phil O’Brien, child Charlie, Juliana, Shirl Merolli, 

Stephanie Donnelly, child Alexandria, Elizabeth Pastushenko, Elena Iaroshenko, MaryAnn Ramaley, Joshua 

Osmun, Aaliyah Osmun, Brendan Phillips, Adam Hewko, Andrew Thaxton, Susan Ferretti, Judy Albright, Daniel 

Kochenash, Christopher Mack, Norman Betrous, Lisa Kulhanek, Esther Wilt, Benjamin Tomeo, Olena 

Kalichenko, Robert, Marybeth Smith, Charles Ermert, Susan Grofic, Pauline Keresstus. 
 



The First Antiphon. God, my God, attend to me! Why have You forsaken me? (Ps. 21:1a) 

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 

Why are You so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? (Ps. 21:1b) (Refrain) 

O my God, I cry by day, but You do not answer; and by night, but find no rest. (Refrain) 

You dwell in the sanctuary, the praise of Israel. (Ps. 21:3) (Refrain) 

Glory… now and ever... Amen. (Refrain) 

The Second Antiphon 

O God, why do You cast us off forever? (Ps. 73:1a) 

Refrain: O Son of God, crucified in the flesh, save us who sing to You: Alleluia! 

Remember Your congregation, which You have gotten of old! (Ps. 73:2) (Refrain) 

Remember Mount Zion, where You have dwelt! (Ps. 73:3b) (Refrain) 

God is our King before the ages; He has worked salvation in the midst of the earth.  (Refrain) 

Glory… now and ever... Amen.  (“Only-begotten Son…“) 

The Third Antiphon 

The Lord reigns, let the people tremble! (Ps. 98:1a) 

Tropar of the Cross, Tone 1: O Lord, save Your people/ and bless Your inheritance/ Grant victories to the 
Orthodox Christians over their adversaries/ and by virtue of Your Cross// preserve Your community.  

The Lord reigns, let the people tremble! He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! (Ps. 98:1) 
(Troparion of the Feast) 

The Lord is great in Zion; He is exalted over all the people. (Ps. 98:2) (Troparion) 

Bow down in worship to the Lord in His holy court! (Ps. 98:10) (Troparion)  

Tropar of the Resurrection, Tone 7: By Your Cross You destroyed death/ To the thief You opened Paradise/ For 
the Myrrhbearers You changed weeping into joy/ And You commanded Your disciples, O Christ God / to 
proclaim that You are risen// granting the world great mercy.  

Tropar of the Cross, Tone 1: O Lord, save Your people/ and bless Your inheritance/ Grant victories to the 
Orthodox Christians over their adversaries/ and by virtue of Your Cross// preserve Your community.  

Tropar to St. Eustathius, Tone 4: Your holy martyr Eustathius and his wife and sons, O Lord/ through their 
sufferings have received incorruptible crowns from You, our God/ For having Your strength, they laid low their 
adversaries/ and shattered the powerless boldness of demons// Through their intercession, save our souls. 



Kondak of the Resurrection, Tone 7: The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive/ for Christ 
descended shattering and destroying its powers/ Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and cry:/ “the Savior 
has come to those in faith;// enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection.”   

Glory to the Father… Kondak to St. Eustathius, Tone 2: Having openly imitated the Passion of Christ/ and 
having eagerly drunk of His cup, O Eustathius/ you became a partaker and fellow heir of His glory// receiving 
divine forgiveness from on high from the God of all.  

Now and ever… Kondak of the Cross, Tone 4: As You were voluntarily raised upon the Cross for our sake/ grant 
mercy to those who are called by Your Name O Christ God/ granting them victories over their adversaries// by 
bestowing on them the invincible trophy, Your weapon of peace.   

Prokimen of the Afterfeast, Tone 7: Extol the Lord our God/ and worship at His footstool for He is holy. 

Verse: The Lord reigns, let the people tremble. 

Epistles: 2nd Corinthians 6:1-10 & Galatians 2:16-20  

Alleluia Verses, Tone 1: Remember Your congregation, which You have gotten of old. 

God is our King before the ages; He has worked salvation in the midst of the earth. 

Gospels: Matthew 25: 14-30 & Mark 8: 34-9:1 

Instead of “It is right in truth…”  Tone 8. Magnify, O my soul, the most precious Cross of the Lord/ You are a 
mystical Paradise, O Theotokos / who, though untilled, have brought forth Christ/ through Him the life-bearing 
wood of the Cross was planted on earth// Now at its Exaltation as we bow in worship before it, we magnify you. 

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest. The light of Your countenance 
has been signed upon us, O Lord.  Alleluia (3X) 

 

“The master is giving all that he has over to his servants. The importance of this is that our Heavenly Father does 
give us all that He has; He delivers it over to us.” 

“God requires nothing impossible from us; He asks only that we use what we have been given.”   

“He who hid the talent accused himself, for he did not lose what was given — he refused to work.”  

(John Chrysostom) 

“The gifts of God are entrusted to us for the benefit of others; to hide them is to wrong both God and man.”   

“Each person is a steward of grace, and must give account of how he has used what was entrusted.”   

(St. Basil the Great) 

“Let us not bury the word of God in the earth of sloth, but trade with it, that it may increase.”   

“The Lord asks not for what we do not have, but for the increase of what He has given.”  

(St. Gregory the Theologian) 

 



ORTHODOX NEWS AROUND THE WORLD 

Three women; Hilaria, Eusebia & Paisia, were tonsured into 
monastic orders at the Convent of the Icon Mother of God, 
“Joy and Consolation” in Velyka Vislanka. 

Bishop Benjamin of Boyarsk made archpastoral visits to 
Ukrainian Orthodox parishes in Sweden, Norway and 
Hungary. 

45 were baptized at Holy Resurrection Cathedral in Jinja, Uganda by 
Bishop Silvester. 

Orthodox youth of Kenya honored recently canonized missionary St. 
Chrysostomos, founder of the Orthodox Youth Organization in 1966. 

 

The Feast of St. Cosmas the Aetolian, 18th century missionary who founded 
over 200 schools in Albania before his martyrdom in 1779 was observed at 
the monastery he founded and where he reposes. 

 

 

PRINCE OLEG of BRYANSK 

Today we also commemorate the grandson of Prince Michael of Chernihiv, 
Prince Oleg of Bryansk, who resigned in 1274 to become a monk with name 
of Vasyl, in the Monastery of Ss. Peter and Paul at Bryansk which was built 
with his generosity. A strict ascetic, the prince fell asleep in the Lord in 1307 
and was buried in the monastery church. We wish Father Oleg health, 
happiness and success in his ministry, for many more years, on this his 

patronal name day. Mnohaya Lita!  (Thank you, Father Protodeacon!) 



 

 

 

 

 

 


