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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE AND NEW ROME 
We are on the New Calendar 
1301 Newport Avenue, Northampton, Pennsylvania 18067 
Rev. Fr. Oleg Kravchenko, Rector, Protodeacon Mikhail Sawarynski, Attached 
holyassumption.org, ukrainianorthodoxchurchusa.org 
Facebook: Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
Contacts: Fr. Oleg Kravchenko – (484) 834-7261; 
- Communion is only for Orthodox Christians. 
- Preparation for Communion: going for Confession, praying, and fasting. 
- Confessions: Vespers-first Saturday of the month, Sun. before Liturgy, or by appointment. 
-Bring  a list of living and deceased to the Altar. We’ll pray for them during Liturgy. 
- For pastoral visits at home or hospital or special prayer requests ask Fr. Oleg. 
- Follow us on Facebook Click HERE 

Christ is among us! Is and Shall Be!   Христос посеред нас! Є і Буде! 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=assumption%20of%20the%20virgin%20mary%20ukrainian%20orthodox%20church%20of...


Молімось за мир в Україні!                 Let us pray for peace in Ukraine! 
 
Sun. 06 Sep.  14th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. TONE 5. MIRACLE of ARCHANGEL MICHAEL at Colossae. 
Martyrs EUDOXIUS, ZENO, MACARIUS & 1,104 soldiers (311) Martyrs ROMULUS & 11,000 soldiers in 
Armenia (115) Hieromartyr CYRIL, Bishop of Gortyna (4thC.) Ven. ARCHIPPUS of Hierapolis. Ven. DAVID 
of Egypt (6th C.) Ven. BEGA of Copeland (681)        
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 1:21-2:4 Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14  
Blessing teachers and youth before the school    
  Emergency Sisterhood meeting 
Welcome all for the Coffee Hour after the Liturgy – Запрошуємо на каву після Літургії 
 
 
The Bulletin is sponsored In Honor of Anne Lelo on her 100th Birthday - a loving friend and faithful servant 
of God - a model worthy for us all to follow (by Karen Osmun). 
 
 
The Bulletin is sponsored by Steve and Melanie Unger in memory of Melanie’s brother, Michael Smallen. 
 
LITURGICAL MENEION & SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Mon. 07 Sep. Martyrdom of St. Macarius, archimandrite of Ovruch, Pereiaslav (1678).  
 Gal. 2:11–16 Mk. 5:24-34 
Tue. 08 Sep. THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS AND EVER-VIRGIN MARY. 
 Phil. 2:5-11 Lk. 10:38-42; 11:27-28 
09:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY 
06:30 PM MOLEBEN FOR PEACE IN UKRAINE (OUR CHURCH).  
Wed. 09 Sep.       Mart.Chariton and Straton. Commemoration of the Third Ecumenical Council  
 Gal. 3:15-22 Mk. 6:7-13 
Thu. 10 Sep. Martyrs Menodora, Metrodora, and Nymphodora (305).  
 Gal. 3:23–4:5 Mk. 6:30-45 
Fri. 11 Sep. Martyrs Demetrius, his wife Euanthia, and their son Demetriant (1st c.).  
 Gal. 4:8-21 Mk. 6:45-53 
Sat. 12 Sep. Martyr Julian of Galatia, and forty martyrs with him (4th c.).    
 1 Cor. 4:17–5:5 Mt. 24:1-13 
10:00 AM Baptism 
11:00 AM-03:00 PM Ukrainian School Opening at Holy Protection, Allentown. 
05:00 PM GREAT VESPERS. Examination of Conscience. Confessions. 
Sun. 13 Sep. 09:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY. 
 

 
- Sunday School begins next week, following Holy Communion. Thank you to Mary Ost and Karen Osmun 



for agreeing to teach this year. We welcome all our children and youth. 
- Ukrainian Cultural School Grand Opening. Join us on September 12, 2026, 11 AM–3 PM, at St. Mary’s 
UOC in Allentown. Classes begin Fall 2026 for children and adults, offering Ukrainian language, history, 
music, singing, and cultural traditions. Location: 1031 Fullerton Ave, Allentown, PA 18102. Welcome to 
sign up! More information: LVRidnaShkola.org | 484-553-0331 
- A Pro-Life Event: The Mystery of the Human Person. Saturday, September 12, 2026 9:30 am - 4:00 pm. 
St. Nicholas OCA. 980 Bridle Path Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017 

- Virtual Bible Study Day. Check the information on the board downstairs or ask Fr. Oleg 

ANNIVERSARIES:  
05 Sept…David & Meredith Misko (16th)  
06 Sept…Michael & Barbara Baird (12th) 

BIRTHDAYS:  
09 Sept… Anne Lelo (100 years), Kateina Seremula 
МНОГАЯ ЛІТА! MANY YEARS!        

NECROLOGY:   
Ukrainian civilians and soldiers, killed in the Russian invasion. 
07 Sept…Anna Hewko ’11   
08 Sept…Michael Micio (infant) ’26 
09 Sept…Peter Kochenash ’56, Walter Kuchinos ’17  
10 Sept…Olha Sabadash (infant) ’23, Barbara Sawka ’42, John Yost ’98,  Katherine Steidinger ’10   
11 Sept…John Magerka ’61, Paul Kuchinos ’04, Pauline Woyewoda ’07,  
Michael Smallen Jr. ’18, Victims of the Terrorist Attack on the USA ’01  
12 Sept…Peter Vitushinsky ’72, Maria Kap ’01, Mary Suda ’91 
ВІЧНАЯ ПАМ’ЯТЬ! MEMORY ETERNAL!  

 
The Feast of the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos is one of the most ancient feasts. The feast celebrates 
the beginning of our salvation, because with the birth of Mary, the one chosen from eternity to become the 
Mother of God, the plan of the Incarnation enters history in a concrete, visible way. Her birth is the dawn before 

Євангеліє: Царство Небесне подібне до чоловіка-царя, який справляв весілля синові 

своєму. 3 І послав рабів своїх покликати запрошених на весілля; і не схотіли прийти. 4 

Знову послав інших рабів, говорячи: скажіть званим: ось я приготував мій обід, телят моїх 

і, що відгодоване, заколоте, і все готове; приходьте на весілля. 5 Але вони, знехтувавши 

те, пішли, хто на своє поле, а хто на свої торги. 6 Інші ж, схопивши рабів його, скривдили 

і вбили їх. 7 Почувши про це, цар розгнівався і, пославши військо своє, винищив тих 

убивць і спалив місто їхнє. 8 Тоді говорить він рабам своїм: весілля готове, а покликані 

не були достойні. 9 Отже, ідіть на роздоріжжя і всіх, кого знайдете, кличте на весілля. 10 

І раби ті, вийшовши на дороги, зібрали всіх, кого тільки знайшли, і злих і добрих; і весілля 

наповнилося гістьми. 11 Цар, увійшовши подивитись на гостей, побачив там чоловіка, 

вбраного не у весільний одяг. 12 І каже йому: друже, чому ти ввійшов сюди, не маючи 

весільного одягу? Він же мовчав. 13 Тоді цар сказав слугам: зв’язавши йому руки і ноги, 

візьміть його і киньте у пітьму непроглядну: там буде плач і скрегіт зубів. 14 Бо багато 

покликаних, та мало обраних. 



Christ’s rising. The Fathers often call her birth “the prelude of divine joy”—the moment when humanity finally 
produces the one who will freely give her flesh to the Word of God. The feast shows that salvation is not sudden 
or accidental. It is the fruit of centuries of faithfulness, culminating in Joachim and Anna. The Church teaches 
that she was sanctified from her earliest moments—not in the Western sense of the Immaculate Conception, 
but as one uniquely prepared by grace for her vocation. Joachim and Anna’s barrenness symbolizes the spiritual 
barrenness of Israel. Her birth is the first sign that God is restoring fruitfulness to His people. 
The Nativity of the Theotokos was celebrated in the East before Christmas became a universal feast. This 
shows how early Christians understood Mary’s role as foundational. Around the year 336, St. Helena built a 
church over the traditional site of Mary’s birth in Jerusalem (near the Sheep Gate). This became the center of the 
feast’s celebration. The Orthodox liturgical year begins on September 1. The first major feast is Mary’s Nativity. 
This is deliberate: the entire year begins with the one through whom salvation begins. 
4. The iconography always includes Joachim and Anna for a reason. Their presence emphasizes: God’s blessing 
of marriage; the sanctification of family life; the continuity of salvation through generations; the healing of 
barrenness (a symbol of humanity without grace) 
The Gospel reading (Matthew 1:1–25) is not about Mary’s birth but Christ’s genealogy. This is intentional: Mary’s 
birth is celebrated in the context of Christ’s coming, not as an isolated event. 
The feast emphasizes Mary’s real human lineage. Her birth shows that Christ’s Incarnation is not mythic or 
symbolic. He enters a real family, real history, real flesh. 
The Nativity of the Mother of God is the first bright sign of our salvation. In the birth of Mary, God prepares the 
living temple in whom the Word will take flesh. Her coming heals the barrenness of humanity, restores hope to 
Israel, and opens the path for Christ’s Incarnation. By beginning the liturgical year with her birth, the Church 
proclaims that every step of salvation begins with God’s loving preparation and with Mary’s free cooperation.  

 
 

PROPERS for the DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHYRSTOM 

Tropar of the Resurrection, Tone 5: Let us the faithful, praise and worship the Word/ co-eternal with the Father 
and the Spirit/ born for our salvation from the Virgin/ for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh/ to 
endure death/ and to raise the dead// by His glorious Resurrection. 

Tropar of the Dormition, Tone 1: In giving birth/ you preserved your virginity/ In falling asleep you did not forsake 
the world, Birth-Giver of God/ You were translated to life, Mother of Life// and through your prayers you deliver 
our souls from death. 

Prayer for the health & salvation of the afflicted: Ukrainian soldiers and civilians, wounded during 

the Russian aggression, Metropolitan Antony, Irene Alexander, Helen Crayosky, Caroline Hallman, 

Joseph Killino, Barbara Grason, Sandra Miller, Raisa Bakalets, Don Yurkonik, Karen Yurconic, Martha 

Dowling, Michael Szymonifka, Karen Kankula, Evelyn Kankula, Russel Kerick, Christina Truss, John 

Vitushinski, Matthew Vitushinsky, Luke Vitushinski, Nadine Savitz, William Savitz, William Leszczuk, 

Mary Berger, Jessica Meashock, Ray Stoner, Zachary Y. Siyufy, soldiers Oleh, and Volodymyr, Raisa 

Melnychuk, Vasyl Beizyn, Lubov Shevchuk, Volodymyr Hranat, Ihor Broda, Gary Lelo, Debi Hutnick, 

Eric Hewko, Phil O’Brien, child Charlie, Juliana, Shirl Merolli, Stephanie Donnelly, child Alexandria, 

Elizabeth Pastushenko, Elena Iaroshenko, MaryAnn Ramaley, Joshua Osmun, Aaliyah Osmun, Brendan 

Phillips, Adam Hewko, Andrew Thaxton, Susan Ferretti, Judy Albright, Daniel Kochenash, Christopher 

Mack, Norman Betrous, Lisa Kulhanek, Esther Wilt, Benjamin Tomeo, Olena Kalichenko, Robert, 

Marybeth Smith, Charles Ermert, Susan Grofic, Pauline Keresstus. 
 



Tropar to Archangel Michael, Tone 4: O Michael, commander of the heavenly hosts/ we who are unworthy 
beseech you/ by your prayers encompass us beneath the wings of your immaterial glory/ and faith-fully preserve 
us who fall down and cry out to you// “Deliver us from all harm, for you are the commander of the Powers on 
high.” 

Kondak of the Resurrection, Tone 5: You descended into Hell, O my Savior/ shattering its gates as Almighty/ 
resurrecting the dead as Creator/ and destroying the sting of death/ You have delivered Adam from the curse, O 
Lover of mankind// and we cry to You:” O Lord, save us.” 

Glory… Kondak to Archangel Michael, Tone 2: O Michael, commander of God’s armies/ and minister of the 
divine glory/ prince of the bodiless angels/ and guide of mankind/ ask what is good for us, and for great mercy// 
as the supreme commander of the Bodiless Hosts. 

Now and ever… Kondak of the Dormition, Tone 2: Neither the tomb nor death had power over the Birth-Giver 
of God/ she is ever watchful in her prayers and in her intercession lies unfailing hope/ For as the Mother of Life/ 
she has been translated to life by the One/ Who dwelt within her ever-virginal womb. 

Prokimen of the Resurrection, Tone 5:  You, O Lord, shall protect us/ and preserve us from this generation 
forever. 

Verse: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any who are godly. 

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 1:21-2:4 

Alleluia Verses, Tone 5. I will sing of Your mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim Your truth 
from generation to generation. 

Gospel: Matthew 22: 1-14 

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the 
heavens, praise Him in the highest. Alleluia 
(3X)  

 

 

 

ORTHODOX NEWS AROUND THE WORLD 

The Warsaw Cathedral of St. Mary Magdalene observed its 
feast day with a Pan-Orthodox Divine Liturgy celebrated by 
Metropolitan Sava. 

 

 

 



 

Patriarch Theophilos of Jerusalem visited the convent of St. 
Mary Magdalene in Gethsemane on its feast greeted by 
Abbess Elizabeth. 

 

 

 

 

 

56 applicants were accepted as fulltime 
students for the 2026 semester at Kyiv’s 
Theological Seminary and Academy. 

 

 

 

 

The Hawaiian Mother of God Icon was brought to 
Bulgaria where a miraculous healing occurred in a Sofia 
hospital. 

 

 

 

 



Thousands of pilgrims gathered at the Annunciation 
Monastery in Suprasl, Poland for the Feast of the Icon of 
the Theotokos. 

 


