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“The prophet was slain at a feast, by the dancing of a girl, to show how drunkenness and pleasure open the 
door to every evil.” (St. Cyril of Jerusalem) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE AND NEW ROME 
We are on the New Calendar 
1301 Newport Avenue, Northampton, Pennsylvania 18067 
Rev. Fr. Oleg Kravchenko, Rector, Protodeacon Mikhail Sawarynski, Attached 
holyassumption.org, ukrainianorthodoxchurchusa.org 
Facebook: Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
Contacts: Fr. Oleg Kravchenko – (484) 834-7261; 
- Communion is only for Orthodox Christians. 
- Preparation for Communion: going for Confession, praying, and fasting. 
- Confessions: Vespers-first Saturday of the month, Sun. before Liturgy, or by appointment. 
-Bring  a list of living and deceased to the Altar. We’ll pray for them during Liturgy. 
- For pastoral visits at home or hospital or special prayer requests ask Fr. Oleg. 
- Follow us on Facebook Click HERE 

Christ is among us! Is and Shall Be!   Христос посеред нас! Є і Буде! 
Молімось за мир в Україні!                 Let us pray for peace in Ukraine! 
 
Sun. 30 Aug.     13th SUNDAY after PENTECOST. TONE 4. Ss. ALEXANDER (340) JOHN (595) & PAUL the 
NEW (784), Patriarchs of Constantinople. Hieromartyr CYPRIAN, Bishop of Carthage (258) GENNADIUS, 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=assumption%20of%20the%20virgin%20mary%20ukrainian%20orthodox%20church%20of...


Patriarch of Constantinople (471) Hieromartyr Deacon ERMIL of Singedonum (315) Ven. BRYAENE of 
Nisibis (318) Ven. SARMATA of Egypt (362)  
Epistle: 1st Corinthians 16: 13-24 Gospel: Matthew 21: 33-42                                                                  
Blessing youth and teachers before the school  
Welcome all for the Coffee Hour after the Liturgy – Запрошуємо на каву після Літургії 
01:00 PM Baptism 
 
 
LITURGICAL MENEION & SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Mon. 31 Aug. The Placing of the Cincture (Sash) of the Most Holy Theotokos (395-408).  
 2 Cor. 12:10-19 Mk. 4:10-23 
Tue. 01 Sep. Church New Year. St. Symeon Stylites (459) and his mother St. Martha. 
 2 Cor. 12:20–13:2 Mk. 4:24-34 
06:30 PM MOLEBEN FOR PEACE IN UKRAINE (HOLY GHOST, EASTON).  
Wed. 02 Sep. Venn. Anthony (1073) and Theodosius (1074) of the Kyiv Caves.   
 Gal. 5:22 - 6:2 Lk. 6:17-23 
06:30 PM Parish Board Meeting. 
Thu. 03 Sep. Martyr Basilissa of Nicomedia (309). Hieromartyr Aristion of Alexandria. 
 Gal. 1:1-10, 20 – 2:5 Mk. 5:1-20 
Fri. 04 Sep. Martyr Hermione, daughter of Apostle Philip the Deacon (117).  
 Gal. 2:6-10 Mk. 5:22-24, 35 – 6:1 
Sat. 05 Sep. Holy Prophet Zacharias and Righteous Elizabeth, parents of St. John. 
 1 Cor. 4:1-5 Mt. 23:1-12 
GREAT VESPERS IS CANCELLED. 
Sun. 06 Sep. 09:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY. 
 

- Sunday School begins on September 13, following Holy Communion. Thank you to Mary Ost and Karen 
Osmun for agreeing to teach this year. We welcome all our children and youth. 
- Ukrainian Cultural School Grand Opening. Join us on September 12, 2026, 11 AM–3 PM, at St. Mary’s 
UOC n Allentown. Classes begin Fall 2026 for children and adults, offering Ukrainian language, history, 
music, singing, and cultural traditions. Location: 1031 Fullerton Ave, Allentown, PA 18102. Welcome to 
sign up! More information: LVRidnaShkola.org | 484-553-0331 
- Loving Waters Campaign for the All-Saints Camp Water System Repair (Emlenton, PA). The camp got a 
large bill for its water system. Let’s help! Envelopes near entrance. 
- Virtual Bible Study Day. Check the information on the board downstairs or ask Fr. Oleg 

ANNIVERSARIES:  
01 Sept…Paul & Cheryl Sawarynski (24th)  
02 Sept…William & Nadine Savitz (47th)   
05 Sept…David & Meredith Misko (10th)  
МНОГАЯ ЛІТА! MANY YEARS!        



NECROLOGY:   
Ukrainian civilians and soldiers, killed in the Russian invasion. 
31 Aug…Danylo Chymij ’26, Mary Vitushinsky ’82, George Dorosh ’00  
01 Sep…Stephen Nazar ’64, Wasyl Andrus ’69, Stephen Trimpey ’75, Lyudmila Poshtar ’93    
02 Sep…James Onuschak ’27    
04 Sep…Mary Malast ’49, Tekla Antoniuk ‘67  
ВІЧНАЯ ПАМ’ЯТЬ! MEMORY ETERNAL!  
 

 
 

 
 

The Beheading of St. John the Baptist stands before us as one of the most sobering feasts of the Church, 
reminding us that God’s truth often demands courage and carries a real cost. John fearlessly rebuked Herod for 
his unlawful actions, not out of anger, but out of love for the king’s soul. Though imprisoned, John remained 
inwardly free, while Herod, a ruler with power, was enslaved by fear, passion, and the opinions of others. His 
martyrdom, carried out during a banquet, shows how evil can hide beneath the appearance of celebration and 
social normality, and how sin always seeks to silence the prophet who calls the human heart back to God. In the 

Євангеліє: 33 Вислухайте іншу притчу. Був якийсь господар дому, який посадив 

виноградник і обніс його огорожею, викопав у ньому виностік, збудував башту і, віддавши 

його виноградарям, від’їхав. 34 Коли ж наблизився час плодів, він послав своїх слуг до 

виноградарів узяти свої плоди. 35 Виноградарі, схопивши слуг його, кого побили, кого 

вбили, а кого побили камінням. 36 Знову послав він інших слуг, більше, ніж перше; і з 

ними зробили так само. 37 Наостанок послав він до них свого сина, кажучи: 

посоромляться сина мого. 38 Але виноградарі, побачивши сина, сказали один одному: це 

спадкоємець, ходімо уб’ємо його і заволодіємо спадщиною його. 39 І, схопивши його, 

вивели геть з виноградника і вбили. 40 Отже, коли прийде господар виноградника, що він 

зробить з цими виноградарями? 41 Говорять Йому: злочинців цих покарає смертю, а 

виноградник віддасть іншим виноградарям, які віддаватимуть йому плоди своєчасно. 42 

Ісус говорить їм: невже ви ніколи не читали в Писанні: камінь, який відкинули будівничі, 

той самий став наріжним каменем? Це від Господа, і дивне в очах наших. 

Prayer for the health & salvation of the afflicted: Ukrainian soldiers and civilians, wounded 

during the Russian aggression, Metropolitan Antony, Irene Alexander, Elizabeth Zurat, Helen 

Crayosky, Caroline Hallman, Joseph Killino, Barbara Grason, Sandra Miller, Raisa Bakalets, 

Don Yurkonik, Karen Yurconic, Martha Dowling, Michael Szymonifka, Karen Kankula, Evelyn 

Kankula, Russel Kerick, Christina Truss, John Vitushinski, Matthew Vitushinsky, Luke 

Vitushinski, Nadine Savitz, William Savitz, William Leszczuk, Mary Berger, Jessica Meashock, 

Ray Stoner, Zachary Y. Siyufy, soldiers Oleh, and Volodymyr, Raisa Melnychuk, Vasyl Beizyn, 

Lubov Shevchuk, Volodymyr Hranat, Ihor Broda, Gary Lelo, Debi Hutnick, Eric Hewko, Phil 

O’Brien, child Charlie, Juliana, Shirl Merolli, Stephanie Donnelly, child Alexandria, Elizabeth 

Pastushenko, Elena Iaroshenko, MaryAnn Ramaley, Joshua Osmun, Aaliyah Osmun, Brendan 

Phillips, Adam Hewko, Andrew Thaxton, Susan Ferretti, Judy Albright, Daniel Kochenash, 

Christopher Mack, Norman Betrous, Lisa Kulhanek, Esther Wilt, Benjamin Tomeo, Olena 

Kalichenko, Robert, Marybeth Smith, Charles Ermert, Susan Grofic, Pauline Keresstus. 
 



life of the Church, St. John stands at the threshold between the Old and New Testaments: the last and greatest 
prophet of Israel, and the first herald of Christ. His death becomes the final witness of the Old Covenant and the 
opening of the New, preparing us to enter the liturgical new year with renewed attention to the voice of God. 
John’s voice is precisely the voice of conscience within each of us — speaking truth even when it is 
uncomfortable, even when it challenges our habits, desires, or excuses. When a person cuts off this voice, they 
cut off the path to repentance and salvation. An old Christian story illustrates this well: a traveler once carried a 
small lantern while walking through a dark forest. The lantern was not bright, but it showed enough of the path to 
keep him safe. At one point he grew tired of its dimness and set it aside, thinking he could walk faster without it. 
For a few steps he felt free — until he stumbled, lost his direction, and found himself surrounded by shadows he 
could no longer distinguish. Only when he returned to the lantern did he regain his way. St. John the Baptist is 
that lantern for the world: not always comfortable, not always flattering, but absolutely necessary. His voice 
shows us the next step toward God. As we approach the beginning of the Church year on September 1, this 
feast invites each of us to examine our hearts: whether we have the courage to speak truth with love; whether 
we allow passions, fears, or public opinion to rule our decisions; whether we listen to the quiet but persistent 
voice of conscience; and whether we stand for the Gospel even when it is inconvenient or misunderstood. St. 
John teaches that truth without love becomes harsh, and love without truth becomes blind. The Christian path 
holds both together, following Christ with a heart that is honest, humble, and free.  

 

PROPERS for the DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHYRSTOM 

Tropar Resurrection, Tone 4: When the women disciples of the Lord/ learned from the angel the joyous 
message of Your Resurrection/ they cast away the ancestral curse/ and elatedly told the Apostles/ “Death is 
overthrown/ Christ God is risen// granting the world great mercy.” 

Tropar to the Patriarchs, Tone 4: O God of our Fathers/ always act with kindness towards us/ take not Your 
mercy from us/ but guide our lives in peace// through the prayers of Patriarchs Alexander, John and Paul.  

Tropar to the Forerunner, Tone 5: The memory of the righteous is celebrated with hymns of praise/ but the 
Lord’s testimony is sufficient for you, O Forerunner/ You were shown in truth to be the most honorable of the 
Prophets/ for you were deemed worthy to baptize in the streams of the Jordan Him Whom they foretold/ 
Therefore, having suffered for the truth with joy/ you proclaimed to those in Hell, God Who appeared in the 
flesh/ Who takes away the sin of the world// and grants us great mercy.  

Kondak of the Resurrection, Tone 4: My Savior and Redeemer as God/ rose from the tomb and delivered the 
earthborn from their chains/ He has shattered the gates of Hell/ and as Master// He has risen on the third day.  

Glory… Kondak to the Patriarchs, Tone 8: Set a flame by the love of Christ, O glorious ones/ you took up the 
yoke of His precious Cross, revealing yourselves as followers in His footsteps by your way of life/ and you 
became partakers of His divine glory/ divinely wise Alexander, with wonderful John and glorious Paul// As you 
stand before His throne earnestly pray for our souls.  

Now and ever… Kondak to the Forerunner, Tone 5: The glorious beheading of the Forerunner/ became an act 
of divine dispensation/ for he preached to those in Hell the coming of the Savior/ Let Herodias lament, for she 
entreated lawless murder/ loving not the Law of God, nor eternal life// but that which is false and temporal. 



Prokimen of the Resurrection, Tone 4: O Lord, how manifold are Your works/ in wisdom You have made them 
all.  

Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord, my God, You are very great. 

Epistle: 1st Corinthians 16: 13-24                                    

Alleluia Tone4:  Go forth, prosper and reign, for the sake of meekness, righteousness and truth. 

For You love righteousness and hate iniquity. 

Gospel: Matthew 21: 33-42 

Communion Hymn: 
Praise the Lord from 
the heavens, praise Him in 
the highest. 
Alleluia 3X 

 

 

ORTHODOX NEWS AROUND THE GLOBE  

Thousands of pilgrims from all over Ukraine came to the Pochaiyev Lavra near Ternopil to honor the miraculous 
icon of the Mother of God in Transfiguration Cathedral. 

Metropolitan Yevstratiy of Bila Tserkva, on an official visit to Kenya, celebrated Liturgy in the Cathedral of Ss. 
Cosmas & Damian in Nairobi. 

16 converts were baptized in Holy Cross Church, Kernersville, NC in a parish begun with a few people in 2005, 
now with over 200 members. 

Barkolavovo Convent, of the Wonder-working Icon of the Mother of God observed its 385th anniversary with an 
outdoor Divine Liturgy presided over by Metropolitan Sophroniy of Mogilev. 

Metropolitan Sava of Warsaw led the celebrations of the Feast of the Zaleszany Icon of the Mother of God and 
the martyrs of Podlasiye at St. Catherine’s Convent in Poland. 

Relics of St. Gorazd, disciple of Ss. Cyril & Methodius, were returned to Moravia from Albania after 1,200 years 
and laid to rest in the Church of St. Gorazd, in Olomouc, Czechia.  

A new 3.4-million-euro multi-purpose medical center is to be built on Mt. Athos for monks and pilgrims.  

At a time when the war continues to destroy Ukrainian cities and villages, claim human lives, and force millions 
of people to leave their homes, simple acts filled with love take on a special significance. A school backpack, a 
notebook, a set of pencils, or paints may seem like ordinary things. Yet for a child who has experienced 
evacuation, the loss of home, explosions, and air-raid alerts, they become something much more - a sign that 
life continues, that school, friends, knowledge, dreams, and a future still lie ahead. 
 (https://www.uocofusa.org/news/4735/) 
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