Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church
Weekly Bulletin August 16, 2026
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ECUMENICAL
PATRIARCHATE OF
CONSTANTINOPLE AND
NEW ROME

We are on the New
Calendar

1301 Newport Avenue,
Northampton,
Pennsylvania 18067

Reuv. Fr. Oleg Kravchenko, Rector, Protodeacon Mikhail Sawarynski, Attached
holyassumption.org, ukrainianorthodoxchurchusa.org

Facebook: Assumption of the Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church

YouTube: AVM UOC Church

Contacts: Fr. Oleg Kravchenko — (484) 834-7261;

- Communion is only for Orthodox Christians.

- Preparation for Communion: going for Confession, praying, and fasting.

- Confessions: Vespers-first Saturday of the month, Sun. before Liturgy, or by appointment.
-Make a list of living and deceased and bring it to the Altar. We’ll pray for them during a
Liturgy.

- For pastoral visits at home or hospital or special prayer requests ask Fr. Oleg.

- Follow us on Facebook Click HERE

Christ is among us! Is and Shall Be! Xpucrtoc nocepep Hac! € i bype!
Monimocb 3a MUp B YKpaiHi! Let us pray for peace in Ukraine!



https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=assumption%20of%20the%20virgin%20mary%20ukrainian%20orthodox%20church%20of...

Sun. 16 Aug. 11" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. TONE 2. AFTERFEAST of the DORMITION of the
VIRGIN MARY. Translation of the Icon of Christ, “NOT MADE BY HANDS,” Martyr DIOMEDES the
Physician of Tarsus (298) Ven. CHERIMON of Egypt (4th C) 33 MARTYRS of Palestine.

Epistles: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 & Colossians 1:12-18

Gospels: Matthew 18:23-35 & Luke 9:51-56, 10:22-24

Blessing of herbs and flowers

Welcome all for the Coffee Hour after the Liturgy — 3anpowuyemo Ha kaBy nicnsa Jlityprii

THE BULLETIN IS SPONSORED BY READER MAXIMOS
IN MEMORY OF HIS BABA, ANTOINETTE MEASHOCK.

LITURGICAL MENEION & SCRIPTURE READINGS.

Mon. 17 Aug. Martyr Myron of Cyzicus (250). Martyrs Paul and his sister Juliana of Syria.

2Cor. 5:10-15 Mk. 1:9-15

Tue. 18 Aug. Martyrs Florus and Laurus of Illyria (2nd c.). Sts. John (674) and George.
2Cor. 5:15-21 Mk. 1:16-22

06:30 PM MOLEBEN FoR PeACE IN UKRAINE (HoLy PROTECTION, ALLENTOWN).

Wed. 19 Aug.  Martyr Andrew Stratelates and 2,593 soldiers with him in Cilicia (3rd c.).
2Cor. 6:11-16 Mk. 1:23-28

Thu. 20 Aug. Prophet Samuel (6th c. B.C.). Martyr Photina, at the Church of Blachernae.
2Cor.7:1-10 Mk. 1:29-35

Fri. 21 Aug. Ven. Abramius the Lover-of-Labor of the Kyiv Caves (XII-XIII).
2Cor.7:10-16 Mk. 2:18-22

Sat. 22 Aug. Virgin-martyr Eulalia of Barcelona (303).
1Cor. 1:26-29 Mt. 20:29-34

05:00 PM GREAT VESPERS.

Sun. 23 Aug. 09:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY.

- Please turn in Redner’s save a tape. Receipt must show Save-A-Tape amount. We got $108
rewards!

- Ukrainian Cultural School Grand Opening. Join us on September 12,2026, 11 AM-3 PM, at St.
Mary’s UOC n Allentown. Classes begin Fall 2026 for children and adults, offering Ukrainian
language, history, music, singing, and cultural traditions. Location: 1031 Fullerton Ave, Allentown,
PA 18102. Welcome to sign up! More information: LVRidnaShkola.org | 484-553-0331

- Loving Waters Campaign for the All-Saints Camp Water System Repair (Emlenton, PA). The camp
got a large bill for its water system. Let’s help! Envelopes near entrance.

- Virtual Bible Study Day. Check the information on the board downstairs or ask Fr. Oleg

BIRTHDAYS:

16 Aug...Gregory Misko

20 Aug... Michael Baird, Stanley Scioscia, 21 Aug...Andriy Semenovych
22 Aug...Helen Crayosky



MHOTAA /IITA! MANY YEARS!

NECROLOGY:

Ukrainian civilians and soldiers, killed in the Russian invasion.

16 Aug...Evdokia Sivenky ’68, Maria Papaylo ’14, Olga Yurechko ‘10
17 Aug...Havryil Antoniuk ’31

19 Aug...Mykyta Zalizko ’36, Parania Bilyk *°71

20 Aug...Wallace Vasilowsky ’85

21 Aug...Philip Kowalchuk 54, Wasyl Sheska ’54

22 Aug...John Ziatyk ‘79

BIYHAA NAM’ATb! MEMORY ETERNAL!

€panredie: 23 Tomy LlapcTBo HebecHe moaiOHe 10 mapsi, sSIKMii 3aX0TiB MOpaxyBaTHCS 3 pabaMu CBOIMHU;
24 oM BiH MOYaB paxyBaTUCS, IPUBEIHU 10 HHOTO OHOTO OOpPKHUKA, SIKMi BUHEH OyB HOMY NecsTh
TUCSY TANAHTIB*; 25 a OCKIBKY BiH HE MaB YHM 3aIlJIATHTH, TO TOCTIOAAP 3BEJIB MPOAATH HOTO, 1 XKIHKY
Horo, i miTe#, i Bce, mo BiH MaB, i Bimgatu. 26 Tomi pad To# ymaB i, KIIAHSIOYHCH HOMY, TOBOPHB:
roCTIoIapIo, MOTEPIH MeHI, 1 Bce ToO1 BimmaM. 27 'ocrogap 3mMuitocepauBes Hag paboM THM, TIPOCTHB
roro i 6opr BigmycTuB fiomy. 28 Pal ke ToH, BUAIIOBIHN, 3yCTPiB OJHOTO 3 TOBAPHIIIB CBOIX, KU OyB
BHHEH HOMY CTO AMHAPIiB, 1, CXOMMMUBIIHN HOTO, AYIIMB i Ka3aB: Bijuai MeHi, 1o BuHeH. 29 Toxi ToBapun
Horo BHaB A0 Hir fioro, 6yaraB Horo i rOBOPHB: MOTEPIN MEHI, 1 Bce Bignam To0i. 30 Aie TOH He 3aXOTiB,
a TIOBIB 1 MMOCAUB HOro y B’S3HMIO, JOKU HE BiamacTh 6opry. 31 Tosapuuri Horo, moOaymBIIM TakKe,
Iy’Ke 3aCMYTHIIUCSI 1, MPUHIIOBIIN, PO3MOBLIN CBOEMY TOCIIOZapeBi Bee, mo cranocs. 32 Toxi rocrionap
MOKJIMKAB HOTO 1 Kaxke: pade nykaeuii! Beck Toit 6opr s mpoctuB T001, 00 TH yOnaras mene. 33 Uu He
HaJeXxasno i ToO1 MOMIITYBaTH TOBapHIa TBOTO, fK i st moMuiyBaB Tebe? 34 I, posraiBaBmmce, rocroaap
BiIZIaB 1OT0 MyUYHTEIISAM, TOKH HE BigAacTh oMy Bchoro 6opry. 35 Tak i Orenp Miit HebecHmi yanHUTE
3 BaMH, AKII0 KOXEH 3 BaC HE MMPOCTHUTH Bif CepIisi CBOro OpaToBi CBOEMY ITPOBUHHU HOTO.

Prayer for the health & salvation of the afflicted: Ukrainian soldiers and civilians, wounded during the Russian
aggression, Metropolitan Antony, Irene Alexander, Elizabeth Zurat, Helen Crayosky, Caroline Hallman, Joseph
Killino, Barbara Grason, Sandra Miller, Raisa Bakalets, Don Yurkonik, Karen Yurconic, Martha Dowling, Michael
Szymonifka, Karen Kankula, Evelyn Kankula, Russel Kerick, Christina Truss, John Vitushinski, Matthew
Vitushinsky, Luke Vitushinski, Nadine Savitz, William Savitz, William Leszczuk, Mary Berger, Jessica Meashock,
Ray Stoner, Zachary Y. Siyufy, soldiers Oleh, and Volodymyr, Raisa Melnychuk, Vasyl Beizyn, Lubov Shevchuk,
Volodymyr Hranat, Thor Broda, Gary Lelo, Debi Hutnick, Eric Hewko, Phil O’Brien, child Charlie, Juliana, Shirl
Merolli, Stephanie Donnelly, child Alexandria, Elizabeth Pastushenko, Elena Iaroshenko, MaryAnn Ramaley,
Joshua Osmun, Aaliyah Osmun, Brendan Phillips, Adam Hewko, Andrew Thaxton, Susan Ferretti, Judy Albright,
Daniel Kochenash, Christopher Mack, Joann Hoodmaker, Norman Betrous, Lisa Kulhanek, Esther Wilt, Benjamin
Tomeo, Olena Kalichenko, Robert, Marybeth Smith, Charles Ermert, Susan Grofic, Pauline Keresstus.

A Window into Eternity: The Oldest Surviving Icon of the Dormition of the Mother of God

Amid the scorching sands of the Egyptian desert, at the foot of holy Mount Sinai, stands the Monastery
of Saint Catherine—a sanctuary untouched by conquerors for over fifteen centuries. Within its walls is
preserved a treasure of the Christian world: the oldest surviving painted wooden icon of the Dormition
of the Most Holy Theotokos, dating to the 10th century.



This is not merely a masterpiece of Byzantine art. The Sinai icon became the theological foundation and
archetype for all later Orthodox depictions of this great feast.

Why Did It Survive? During the Iconoclastic persecutions of the 8th and 9th centuries, countless icons
were destroyed throughout the Byzantine Empire. Yet Saint Catherine’s Monastery, lying beyond
imperial reach, remained a refuge. Protected by its isolation and the wisdom of its monks, Sinai alone
preserved the unbroken visual tradition of early Christian faith.

Theology in Colors. At the center of the icon, the Body of the Mother of God rests peacefully upon a
bier—Her face serene, revealing that death for the faithful is but a sleep before resurrection. Around Her
stand the Apostles, gathered miraculously from every corner of the earth. Behind them, Christ appears
in glory, holding in His arms a small, radiant figure wrapped in white—the pure Soul of His Mother. As
once She held the Infant Jesus, now the Son receives Her into eternal life.

This ancient Sinai icon speaks across a millennium: for Christians, death is not an end but a beginning—
a doorway to meeting the Creator. In its quiet beauty, we behold the triumph of life over death and the
hope of resurrection that sustains the Church through every age.

PROPERS for the DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHYRSTOM

Tropar of the Resurrection, Tone 2: When You descended to death, O Life Immortal/ You slew Hell with
the splendor of Your Godhead/ And when from the depths You raised the dead/ all the powers of heaven
cried out// “O Giver of Life, Christ our God, glory to You.”

Tropar of the Icon of the Lord, Tone 2: \We venerate Your most pure icon, O Good One/ and ask
forgiveness of our transgressions, O Christ our God/ O Your own will You were pleased to ascend the
Cross in the flesh/ and deliver Your creatures from bondage to the Enemy/ Therefore, with thankfulness
we cry aloud to You:/ “You have filled all with joy, O our Savior// by coming to save the world.”

Tropar of the Dormition, Tone 1: In giving birth/ you preserved your virginity/ In falling asleep you did not
forsake the world, Birth-Giver of God/ You were translated to life, Mother of Life// and through your
prayers you deliver our souls from death.

Kondak of the Resurrection, Tone 2: Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior/ seeing the miracle of Your
Resurrection from the tomb/ The dead arose. Creation with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with You//
and the world, my Savior, praises You forever.

Glory... Kondak of the Icon of the Lord, Tone 2: Uncircumscribed Word of the Father/ as we behold
the victorious image of Your true incarnation/ not made by hands, but divinely wrought/ in Your ineffable
and divine dispensation towards us// we honor it with veneration.

Now and ever... Kondak of the Dormition, Tone 2: Neither the tomb nor death had power over the
Birth-Giver of God/ she is ever watchful in her prayers and in her intercession lies unfailing hope/ For as
the Mother of Life/ she has been translated to life by the One/ Who dwelt within her ever-virginal womb.
Prokimen of the Resurrection, Tone 2: The Lord is my strength and my song/ He has become my
salvation.

Verse: The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to death.

Prokimen Icon, Tone 4: Sing to the Lord a new song/ for the Lord has done marvelous things.



Epistles: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 & Colossians 1:12-18

Alleluia Verses, Tone 2. May the Lord hear you in the day of trouble. May the Name of the God of Jacob
protect you.

Save the King, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call.

O Lord, we will walk in the light of Your countenance, and will exult in Your Name forever.

Gospels: Matthew 18:23-35 & Luke 9:52-56, 10:22-24

Instead of “It is mightin truth...” Tone 1: The angels, as they looked upon the Dormition of the Virgin/
were struck with wonder/ seeing how the Virgin went up from earth to heaven.

Irmos: The limits of nature are overcome in you, O Pure Virgin/ for birthgiving remains virginal, and life is
united to death/ a virgin after childbearing, and alive after death// you ever save your inheritance, O
Theotokos.

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest. O Lord, we will walk in
the light of Your countenance, and will exult in Your Name forever. Alleluia(3X)

ORTHODOX NEWS AROUND THE GLOBE

Begun as a mission parish in 1999, St. Anthony’s Church,
Bozeman, Montana, made up mostly of converts, will move into its
newly built larger facility August 22nd. Currently it has 30

\ % catechumens.

Metropolitan Agathonikos of Arusha, Tanzania visited the

prison in Iringa, delivering care packages to inmates and
offering financial aid to those unable to afford the cost of
release for minor offenses.

school will open this Fall in Fletcher, North
Carolina.




Six Orthodox monasteries, founded in the 14th C. continue to
function on the rocky cliff formations of Meteora, Greece where
carved steps have replaced the rope pulleys to supply the

monks since 1926.

A new Orthodox Church was consecrated by Bishop Macarie of
Northern Europe in the town of Ringkobing-Skjern, Denmark.

Metropolitan Apostolos of N.J. was elected Metropolitan
of Archdiocese of Canada, replacing retiring Archbishop
Sotirios, who served 52 yrs. and saw the growth of his see
to 75 parishes.




